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This study examineed how parental investment and parental psychological well-being mediate the effects of family income
on the intellectual development of children from low-income families in Hong Kong. The study followed a sample of 139
children from their final year of kindergarten (K3) through o their sccond year of primary cducation (P2) between 2015
and 2017. Path analysis w; ucted to examine how family income was associated with children’s cognitive and English &
language ability (Raven’s Standard Progressive Matrices and Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-IV) through the parental

investment and pareatal stress pathways. The results supported the hypothesis that parental investment and parcatal stress
mediate the income effects on children’s learing outcome in the Asian context. The negative effects of low family income
on children’s cognitive and English language abilitics were mediated by the level of parental stress and the extent to which
parcats were authoritative in their parcating. Parcntal stress was also found to increase the likelihood of their children having
behavioral problems, and that in turn undermined the cognitive development of the children. The level of moncy that parcats.
invest in their children also mediated the negative effects of low family income on the children’s English language ability
The results suggested that interventions that target the variables that mediate the cffects of income on child development are
an effective alternative to a direct cash transfer for children in low-income familics in Hong Kong.
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Child poverty is an emerging social problem in many afflu-
ent so Adamson, 2012). In Hong Kong. approxi-
maicly 2 children aged below 18 are living in families
with incomes below the official poverty line (Chou, Cheung.
Lau, & Sin. 2014). Education is supposed to enhance social
mobility and help poor children to cscape poverty. but the
chances of social mobility associated with high-quality
education arc often unevenly distributed across familics of
different socioeconomic backgrounds. Growing cvidence
shows that educational incquality is associated with social
stratification. and poor children are less likely to receive a
high-quality education than are children of families with

high socioeconomic status. In Hong Kong, the percentage

It is well established that child poverty is associated
with various developmental problems and may result in

ter unn
& Duncan, 1997; Duncan, Magnuson, Kalil, & Ziol-Guest.
2012; Ridge, 2011; Strelitz & Lister, 2008; Wu, 2007). In
particular. poor children arc often found to have low school
readiness and subsequently to achieve lower levels of edu-
cational attainment than are children from families of high
socioeconomic status (Engle & Black, 2008). The gap in
between rich and poor children often appears.

2 Kelvin Chi-Kin Cheun
k@ edubk Bk

at a young age, and frequently it is attributed to what hap-
pens in the family rather than in school (Heckman, 2006).
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