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Caring for Patients with Dementia in
an Acute Care Environment
Rose M. McCloskey

Using the Progressively Lowered Stress
Threshold Model (PLST), this article helps
identify factors that precipitate undesirable
behaviors and offers strategies to help nurses
prevent or control these behaviors in the
acute care setting.

The Perceived Health of Rural
Caregivers

Julie Tanner Sanford and Judith
Townsend-Rocchiccioli

Caregiving can be stressful in any setting,
but rural caregivers face unique challenges.
This study examines the differences between
self-reported health status in rural caregivers
and their urban counterparts.

Assisted Living: Aging in Place
and Palliative Care

Ethel L. Mitty

The regulatory and operational
environment of assisted living, with
regard to the provision of upstream
palliative care and aging-in-place, are
described. Concerns about staff
knowledge and skills, medication
management, associate risk and
nursing delegation are discussed.
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Is Somatization a Significant
Depressive Symptom in Older
Taiwanese Americans?
Lee-jen W. Suen and Kathleen Tusaie
Somatization is noted in all societies and
cultures, but is more frequently observed in
Asian populations. A simple depression
screening tool, such as the GDS, can help
in the detection of this pervasive and
potentially costly problem. Screening
hearing impairment and handicap and effec-
tive communication strategies are offered.

Nurses’ Oberservations and :
Experiences of Problems and Adverse
Effects of Medication Management in
Home Care

Carol Hall Ellenbecker, Susan C. Frazier,
and Sharon Verney

The current state of medication management
for patients receiving services from certified
home healthcare agencies is explored in this
non-experimental descriptive study of 1467
patients.

Nurse Educators are Key
to a Best Practices Implementation
Program

Beryl Goldman, Sabita Balgobin,

Ruth Bish, Richard H. Lee, Sally McCue,
Maicom H. Morrison, and Sue Nonemaker
In this statewide Best Practices
Project, the involvement of
nurse educators in the
implementation process im-
proved the overall success of
the participating long-term
care facilities in improving
quality of resident care.
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NGNA News
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Community Food Assistance
Improves Older Adults’ Nutrition

Peggy K. Yen
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NCGNP 23rd Annual Convention
Ann Schmidt Luggen

Pharmacology Tips: Medications that
Complicate Asthma Control in Older
People

Ann Schmidt Luggen

Research Review: Prevention of Hip
Fractures by External Hip Protectors:
A Randomized Controlled Trial

Barbara Resnick

Gerontologic Nurse Practitioner Care
Guidelines: Urinary Tract Infection

Judi Frerick
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Effective Diabetes Management: The
Cost and Quality Equation
Sandra Whittier
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Maze of Medicare Prescription Drug
Benefits

Carol A. Miller
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