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The Role of E-Health in the Changing Health
SERIES Care Environment
Jeffrev P. Harrison and Angela Lee
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In 2005 health care organizations spent 2.3% of lofol operuting expenses on informiation
techuology and are slowly developing the infrastructire necessary to expond e-l lealth
cupabilities. B-Health is being recognized as o method lo impeove Hhe overadt health status
of the poputfation, It is impodant fo build parrerships among health can: providers, locul
conununily orgunizations, «and national healtly care ussociotions to ensure tie continued
development of o-6lealthy initiatives, This study has managerial implications associaled
with the strategic upplicalion of e-FHealth systenis und policy implications on future
resouree alfocation.
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California Regional Registered Nurse Workforce
Report Card

Vernon W-H Lin, Ann Lee, Stephen Juraschek, and Deloras Jones

<90

Various reports and opinion papers have offered susgestions to alleviate the national and
California BN shortages. The methodology of asing the report card concept for comparing
the number of RN jobs per 100,000 popualations regionally with the nolional dafabase fur-
ther highlights the severe shodage of RN's i various regions In California. This voport cord
method may potentiolly be psed oy o planeing or forecasting tool, as well us o monitonng
tool to initiale workforce development straleaies and projects, and o evatuate their effec-
liveness over lime,

Inpatient Nursing Unit Volume, Length of Stay,
Cost, and Mortality

Joan M. Rimar and Donna Diers

298

Nursing unit volame-outcome relationships exist for paticnts ossignod selected DRGs. This
Jinding suggesis that, in seme coses, aggregating inpaticnts with sirilor clivical conditions
may result in fower cost of care, shorter length of stay, and Jewer hospital deaths.

CNE Impact of Disease Management Programs on
SERIES Hospital and Community Nursing Practice
Perry C. Goldstein

308

The impact of diseuse manageinent programs on the role of the nursing profession in the
evelving U.S. hedlth care systemn is reviewed, Needed changes in educationol and training
programs are discussed in relation Lo demands for chaneing clinicad and odiministrative
skills in nursing with an ciuphasis on increasing demand for advenced practice inurses.

The Staff-Working Height and the Designing-
Regulation Height for Patient Beds as Possible

Causes of Patient Falls
Huey-Ming Tzeng and Chang-Yi Yin

oR3

The staff-working heioht and the desiuning-resulation height for patient heds used in
acule care wards might be possible causes leuding to patien! folls. Empiricdd data show
fhe differences among the average height for home heds, staff-working height, and the
designing-regulation height for patient heds, This evidence siggests an overlooked couse
of patient folls.
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Jeffrey P Harrison, FhD, MBA,
MHA, FACHE, and Angela Lee,
MSH, CHES, discuss the irmpact of
e-Health technology in health care
information access and detivery.
See page 283

Vernon W-H Lin, MD, PhD, and
colleagues evaluate and grades
California’s 24 regions based on
size and working AN populations.
See page 290

Ferry C. Goldstein, BSN, AN,
reveals how disease management
programs are changing the way
basic medical care is provided in
the United States. See page 308.
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Health Policy and Politics

Let’s Push the 110th Congress to Tackle the Health Care Crisis
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Too often nurse executives and nurse faculty take and
operate in separate silos. “Bridging the Nurse
Executive/Nurse Faculty Divide” will bring together
influential nurse decision-makers from hospitels and
schools of nursing to stratecize partnerships, identify
best practices, and develop skilis to establish relation-
ships in a competitive marketplace. Plan to attend with
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