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38 Assessment and Differential Diagnosis
of Abdominal Pain
Sally K. Miller, PhD, APN, FAANP;
Patricia T. Alpert, DrPH, APN, FAANP
Abdominal pain as a chief complaint can present a significant
diagnostic challenge in the prima-
ry care setting. While a variety of
diagnostic imaging tests can rulc
in or out a particular diagnosis,
the clinician must make several
judgment calls before getting to
that point.
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