FROM TOP: NICK LAMBERT—AURORA; SARAH A. FRIEDMAN FOR TIME

Index

4 | INBOX
5 | THE MOMENT Have

we seen the worst of
swine flu?

6 | THE woRrLD Rumaors
of ashiftin China’s
controversial one-
child policy; the
perils of texting while

driving; South African
President Jacob Zuma
faces labor unrest;
politicians and rabbis
arrested in New Jersey
graft probe

8 | VERBATIM Ben
Bernanke reminisces
about bailouts; Sarah
Palin advises the press

9 | miLesToNES Farewell
to choreographer
Merce Cunningham
and author E. Lynn
Harris

COMMENTARY

16 | IN THE ARENA Joe
Klein on special-
interest gridlock in
the U.S.

On the cover: Photo-
Tllustration for TIME by
Cecelia Wong. Globe by
D. Hurst—Alamy; Panda
by Alamy; Pump by
iStockphoto. Insets, from
left: Evan Vucci—AP;
Horst Friedrichs—
Anzenberger Agency

COVER STORY

18 | ASIA: CHINA Its
economic recovery is
uneven, butit’s also
indisputable—and
that’s making China
look, and act, more like
aworld leader than
ever

22 | comMENTARY History
doesn’t movein a
straight line, so China’s
future—and impact on
the world—is hard to
predict

Tough test Can Obama reform health care? Page 10

TIME

>

10 | UNITED STATES Barack Obama’s pivotal moment
to change health care

14 | INTERVIEW Q&A with the U.S. President

24 | worLD: EUROPE Exploiting hard timesand a
growing distrust of mainstream politics, Europe’s
extremist parties gain ground

29 | worLD: IRaN The street fights back, despite a
crackdown

30| science Did we kill the Neanderthals?

32| cuRIOUS CAPITALIST Justin Fox on the simplest
of salary caps

VOL. 174, NO. 5 | 2009

33 | CASH CRUNCH
Arduous economic
conditions bring out
the inner hagglerin
thousands of shoppers

35 | HEALTH Swearing
doesn’t just vent
frustration. It alleviates
physical pain

35 | eames The
irresistible appeal
of Bananagrams

36 | GOING GREEN A
German village
activatesits streetlights
by cell phone

GLOBAL

BUSINESS

37 | EMERGING MARKETS
With fewer Westerners
smoking, cigarette

makers focus their
efforts on Africa

40 | GamiNG Poker eyes a
stake in Asia, starting
with Macau

41 | arts Scholars rush
to save Mali’s treasured
manuscripts

44 | Books More pique
and poignancy from
graphic novelist Gene
Luen Yang

ADVISER
45 | TIME TRAVELER
Naples gets a bad rap.

Here’s an itinerary to
make you wonder why

48 | EssAy Ta-Nehisi
Coates on blacks and
the police

TIME Asia is published by TIME Asia (Hong Kong) Limited. Four double issues a year are published. Each counts as two of 54 issues in an annual subscription. TIME Asia may also publish occasional extra issues. © 2009 Time Asia
(Hong Kong) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited. TIME and the Red Border Design are protected through trademark registration in the U.S. and in the countries where
TIME magazine circulates. Member, Audit Bureau of Circulations. Subscribers: If the postal services alert us that your magazine is undeliverable, we have no further obligation unless we receive a corrected address within two years.
CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS: For 24,7 service, please use our website: time.com/asiacustomerservice. You may also contact our Customer Services Center at (852) 31285688, or e-mail enquiries@timeasia.com or write
Time Asia (Hong Kong) Limited, 30/F, Oxford House, Taikoo Place, 279 King's Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong. (In Japan: enguiries can be made to 0120-666-236 or enquiriesjapan@timeasia.com or Roppongi Hills P.0. Box 58, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 106-6134.) Mailing list: We make a portion of our mailing list available to reputable firms. If you would prefer that we not include your name, please contact our Customer Services Center. TIME Asia is edited in Hong Kong and
printed in Singapore and Hong Kong. Singapore MICA (P} No. 140/10/2008. Malaysia KKDN permit no. PPS 676,/04/2010(028179).

TIME August 10, 2009




